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ROBERT J. McMULLEN 


Sermon on page five: ‘‘We Can Know It Too.”’ 


Dr. McMullen’s service in China has associated him with 
the institutions shown here, as founder of the Stuart Me- 
morial (upper right) and Hawes Memorial churches in 
Hangchow; then president of Hangchow University (be- 
low). Upon returning to this country in 1944 he became 
president of Centre College (lower right). 























Letters to the Editors 





Wise Action Avoided Affirmation Difficulty 





No Presbyterian and a Half 


To the Editors: 


The revival of the agitation in our 
church over the Auburn Affirmation pro- 
test must be looked upon by our brethren 
of the Northern Church with a sense of 
genuine pity. It is water long over the 
dam, and it was never more than a ripple 
on the surface with them at any time. 
I am not sure that the matter ever 
reached the floor of the General Assembly. 
The great souls in that church seem never 
to have bothered with it one way or the 
other. Certainly they have never made 
any distinction between the brethren who 
signed it and those who did not. And how 
wise! Though this has been vinegar to 
the teeth to those who have done the 
barking from the outside. 

The next year the same matter against 
which these brethren offered their pro- 
test came before the southern Assembly, 
meeting in San Antonio, Texas, May 15, 
1924. The writer was a young commis- 
sioner to that General Assembly, and he 
will never forget scme of the remarks 
that were made on this subject by leaders 
in that Assembly. And there were giants 
in that Assembly as any one can dis- 
cover by reading the list. Here are a 
few of them: Drs, Thornton Whaling, W. 
McF. Alexander, J. Sprole Lyons, Chas. R. 
Hemphill, A. A. Little, T. A. Wharton, and 
Alexander Sprunt. There were many 
others of like caliber in the body. 

After a flercy speech by a brother whom 
I did not know, predicting that the stars 
were liable to fall unless the Assembly 
did something about it, Dr. Byron Clark, 
then pastor of the First Presbyterian 
church of Salisbury, N. C., rose and said 
simply but firmly, “Brethren, I am a Pres- 
byterian through and through, and I love 
the Presbyterian Church, but I defy any 
one to try to make me a Presbyterian 
and a half.” That seemed to be the spark 
that clarified the atmosphere and the As- 
sembly voted at once, almost unanimously, 
this recommendation: 


“Overture No. 3 of the Ouachita Presby- 
tery, asking the General Assembly to 
make a declaration concerning doctrine 
of the Christian Church. We recommend 
that this overture be answered as follows: 
Because of the clarity and fulness of the 
presentation of Christian truth in our 
Confession of Faith and catechisms, and 
in the absence of any disposition to ques- 
tion the fundamentals of our church as 
set forth in these symbols of our faith, 
the Genera] Assembly reaffirms its faith 
in the great fundamentals of our church 
as set forth in our Confession of Faith 
and catechisms, and declines to make ad- 
ditional declarations of doctrine.” (Min- 
utes of the 1924 General Assembly, Pg. 63.) 


What a pity our own General Assembly 
had not given the same answer to this 
matter when it bobbed up before it again 
some twenty years later. What a pity the 
Northern Assembly had not given this 
answer to this matter when it first came 
before it in 1923. I use the word pity, 
because I can’t think of another word 
that expresses my feelings about the 
whole matter. Our Confession of Faith 
and Catechisms speak out plainly and 
fully on all these points. Why not let 
them be our guide as they were intended 
to be? 

In the words of Dr. Clark, we who are 
Presbyterians through and through defy 
any one who attempts to make us a Pres- 
byterian and a half. We suspect his mo- 
tives, J. M. WALKER. 
Steele Creek Church, Charlotte, N.C. 


Agrees—Disagrees 


To the Editors: 


Enclosed is . . . my subscription. I 
find myself agreeing and disagreeing with 
articles in your paper. (So do we!—Eds.) 
I am concerned that our leaders, ministers 
and elders show more Christlikeness and 
more of the spirit of Christ in settling 
differences of opinion. -I wish more of us 
could “disagree without being disagree- 
able,” and I wish we were more concerned 
about winning the lost to salvation than 
uniting with another church or the Fed- 
eral Council questions. . .. 

H. M, BAILEY. 
Eureka, Texas. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—One of the most 
compelling reasons for Presbyterian Re- 
union and cooperation in the Federal 
Council in the minds of many earnest 
Christians is precisely the evangelistic 
reason mentioned by Mr. Bailey. There 
could hardly be a more serious deterrent 
to evangelism than disunity between the 
churches and a testimony to the unbeliev- 
ing world that we cannot work with our 
Christian brethren. 


Complimentary 


To the Editors: 

- . . Let me say that the coverage of 
subjects, issues, and concerns with Chris- 
tian developments in THE OUTLOOK is 
complete. And the lay-out of the paper 
is very skillfully devised. . . . With 
my prayer for the Father’s continued 
blessing. . .. 

CHARLES S. SPENCER. 
Lockhart, S. C. 


Meets Two Objections 


To the Editors: 

. . . Those who oppose union with the 
USA Church almost always use the fol- 
lowing two objections: 

First, they say, if we unite with the 
larger Northern Presbyterian Church, we 
will be “swallowed up.” By that argu- 
ment it can be shcewn that all minority 
groups of every kind are swallowed up. 
They are out-numbered and could be out- 
voted. The individual member is swal- 
lowed up by his local congregation; the 
congregation is swallowed up by the pres- 
bytery; the presbytery by the synod; and 
the synod by the General Assembly. By 
the same token all minority stockholders 
in the business world are swallowed up 
by the firm or corporation in which they 
are interested. 

The only way a minority could be hurt 
by uniting with, or being swallowed up 
by, a majority would be when that ma- 
jority is a bad group with evil designs. 
Would anyone even suggest that our 
brethren of the USA Church are bad folks 
who have evil designs on us and who 
might use their superior strength and 
voting-power to wreck our institutions 
and to subjugate us? In a good business 
operated by honest men, the twenty-per- 
cent stockholder gets his profits just the 
same as the eighty-per cent stockholder 
gets his. 

In this connection, it is worthy of notice 
that the US Presbyterians and the USA 
Presbyterians who live in close proximity 
and, therefore, know one another best 


seem to like one another and to get along 


fine together. And all our border-line 
presbyteries, at least nearly all of them, 
are very much in favor of union. But even 
in addition to this, the presbyterial pre- 
rogatives are maintained just as they 
have always been. The size of the de- 
nomination has no bearing on the action 
of the presbytery. 

Secondly, the objectors to union always 
bring forward the Auburn Affirmation. 
What crimes have been wrought in the 
name of the Auburn Affirmation! The im- 
pression that the average reader would 
get is, first, that the Auburn Affirmation 
is a part of the creed and doctrinal stand- 
ards of the USA Church, and, second, that 
it is an awfully bad document. 

Space will not allow a rehearsal of the 
facts and circumstances that called forth 
the Auburn Affirmation. It grew out of 
an action of the General Assembly of 1923, 
directing the Presbytery of New York to 
“require the preaching and teaching in 
the First Presbyterian church of New 
York to conform to the system of doc- 
trine taught in the Confession of Faith.” 
It is a statement drawn up at Auburn 
Seminary by a group of ministers and 
signed by them. It was brought before 
the Assembly of 1924 cn overture and was 
referred to the proper committee. After 
deliberating for five days, the committee 
reported to the Assembly that no action 
be taken in the matter, and the report was 
adopted. Thus it is clear that the Auburn 
Affirmation never was endorsed by the 
USA church and never was a part of its 
creed or standards. So, if we united with 
the Northern Presbyterian church, we 
would not be endorsing the Auburn Affir- 
mation any more than we would be en- 
dorsing McGuffey’s readers. 

Yet the Auburn Affirmation is not half 
as bad as it has been painted. Many of 
those who signed it are great and good 
men who have been greatly used in build- 
ing the Kingdom in the world. Referring 
to the five points, the signers said: “We 
all hold most earnestly to those great 
facts and doctrines.” All they asked for 
was liberty in the matter of interpreta- 
tion. And it developed that some of them 
wanted more liberty of interpretation 
than I would dare to take. But whatever 
the merits or demerits of the Auburn Af- 
firmation may be, it really is of no con- 
cern to us in the matter of union with 
the USA church. 

SAMUEL J. PATTERSON. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Great Value 


To the Editors: 


- . . ZT must say that I have enjoyed 
reading THE OUTLOOK during the past 
year and I have found it alive to the prob- 
lems of today. I have found it of great 
value in teaching a class of college stu- 
dents in the First church here in Denton. 


JOSH P. ROACH. 
Texas State College for Women, 
Denton, Texas, 





Reprints Now Available 
THE AUBURN AFFIRMATION 
An Analysis 
By Judge D. H. Edington 
Single copy, 5c; 25 for 50c; 
100 for $1. 
ORDER TODAY FROM 
The Presbyterian Outlook 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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Whitsunday Services 
Will Focus Attention 
On Christian Unity 


City and Town Groups to 
Hold Ecumenical Meetings 


New York. (Special)—Protestant and 
Orthodox churches’ throughout’ the 
United States will be observing Whit- 
sunday, May 16, as World Assembly 
Day, it was announced by Henry Smith 
Leiper, associate general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches. 

The observances will point toward the 
first dssembly of the World Council of 
Churches, meeting in Amsterdam, Hol- 
land, in August of this year. Repre- 
sented at Amsterdam will be 135 
churches in 39 countries, including 
major Protestant and Orthodox bodies 
in the United States. 

Special interdenominational services 
will be held on Whitsunday at the Na- 
tional Cathedral, Washington, D. C., in 
St. Louis, Mo., and Los Angeles, Calif., 
under the sponsorship of each city’s 
council of churches. ‘‘These three serv- 
ices,’ Dr, Leiper explained, ‘‘will be the 
focal points for smaller ecumenical serv- 
ices in other communities throughout 
the country.” 

Pointing out that Whitsunday is cited 
in the Book of Acts as the anniversary 
of the Christian Church, Dr. Leiper de- 
clared that “in the stretch of Christian 
history, those hundred and twenty in- 
dividuals who met at the original Pente- 
cost in Jerusalem have now grown to 
include the 135 churches representing 
millions of believers whose delegates 
will meet at Amsterdam this August.” 

“We have every hope that this As- 
sembly will mark a great renewal of 
faith in the original concepts of Chris- 
tian brotherhood,”’ Dr. Leiper concluded. 


Minister’s Part in Wedding of 
Divorcees Is Questioned 

Trenton, N. J. (RNS)—The Lana 
Turner-Bob Topping wedding in Holly- 
wood had prompt repercussions in the 
Presbytery of New Brunswick. 

The presbytery adopted a report urg- 
ing that ‘“‘our ministers are sedulously to 
avoid complicity in doubtful divorce sit- 
uations such as have recently come to 
the attention of the public in the daily 
press.”’ 

This action resulted from the fact 
that Stewart P. MacLennan, retired pas- 
tor of the Hollywood Presbyterian 








MRS. LEIGHTON M. McCUTCHEN 


Mrs. McCutchen to Join Staff 


Rowena Dickey (Mrs, Leighton M.) 
McCutchen will become assistant to the 
educational secretary of the Foreign 
Missions committee in Nashville, accord- 
ing to a recent announcement by H. 
Kerr Taylor. Mrs, McCutchen served as 
a missionary in the Belgian Congo for 
five years. On the death of her husband 
there in 1936, she returned to this coun- 
try where she has taught Bible in the 
schools and more recently served as di- 
rector of religious education in the First 
churches of San Antonio and Kerrville, 
Texas. 





church, performed the Turner-Topping 
nuptials. Buffalo-Niagara Presbytery 
(USA) said Mr. MacLennan should be 
“reprimanded or disciplined.” 


Etheridge Is Associate Director 
Of Program of Progress Campaign 

N. B. Etheridge, Norfolk, Va., busi- 
ness man, has been named associate 
campaign director for the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress. Mr. Etheridge 
will serve on the same basis as Colonel 
LeCraw, the campaign director—with- 
out pay. 

He is a leader in the home mission 
program in his presbytery and synod 
and currently is the Moderator of the 
Synod of Virginia. The Program of 
Progress office states that Mr. Ethe- 
ridge’s presbytery of Norfolk ‘has the 
financial goals of the program well in 
aand and will complete them well in- 
side the five-year period.” 

Last February 16 Mr. Etheridge was 
saluted by the editors of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK as one of the 
‘‘Notable Presbyterians.” 


Miami Laymen Seek 


Organization to Work . 


For Civic Betterment 


Committee of 1000 Moves to 
Unite Citizens’ Efforts 


Florida News Letter 

A layman’s committee of 1,000, spon- 
sored by the newly-organized Miami 
Council of Churches, is moving rapidly 
ahead with its plans in the field of mo- 
ral and civic welfare. Dr. George C. 
Williams, an elder in the Coral Gables 
church (Presbyterian, USA), is giving 
able leadership at the head of this or- 
ganization, moving forward now in a 
membership drive. Meanwhile, another 
agency called the Law Enforcement In- 
stitute, sponsored by the Bar Associa- 
tion and receiving support of more than 
70 civic groups got underway with U. S. 
Attorney General Tom C. Clark as the 
opening speaker. Mr. Clark commended 
Miami for keeping a closed season on 
gambling during the year and expressed 
the hope that next season this example 
will spread to adjoining communities. 
“Law enforcement,” he said, “is only 
as strong as the people demand it. You 
have made a good beginning here. 
Carry on and show the nation what an 
aroused community can do.” 


Gideons Dedicate 25,000 
Bibles at Miami Beach ; 

The largest dedication of Bibles in 
the world was held at Miami Beach on a 
recent Sunday afternoon. Gideons In- 
ternational distributed 25,000 Bibles in 
the hotels on the beach. On the same 
day members of the society spoke in 
more than 60 churches in the area and 
meetings were held the following week 
in the major cities of the state. 


Teachers Are Told Science 
And Bible Are Not at Odds 

Scientific teachings and the Biblical 
account of the creation of the world are 
not at variance, according to a bulletin 
issued for the guidance of secondary 
school teachers by the Florida state de- 
partment of education. Because of their 
inability to reconcile scientific and Bi- 
blical teachings, many teachers have 
been ‘“‘misunderstood,”’ the bulletin ex- 
plains, as instructors are advised how 
to set the minds of “‘sincere inquirers” 
at rest. Both the theory of instan- 
taneous creation and gradual develop- 
ment ‘‘may fully accept a Creator,’’ the 
department suggested. Chief stumbling 
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block to persons without theological or 
scientific background is the absolutely 
literal interpretation of the words of 
the first book of the Bible. “After all,” 
the bulletin says, ‘“‘science insists that 
we study how this thing was done, 
whereas Genesis insists that we remem- 
ber the Creator. The science teacher 
can fcllow both guides. If an individ- 
ual scientist denies God, or an individ- 
ual theologian denies science, then 
neither uses his gift of high understand- 
ing.”’ (RNS.) 


Efforts in Visitation 
Evangelism Are Reported 

Recent visitation evangelism efforts 
include one in Orlando, led by H. H. 
Thompson, reporting more than 140 
new members since Easter; another in 
the Daytona Beach-Deland area, led by 
Cecil Thompson, reporting nearly 200 
additions. St. Johns Presbytery’s Com- 
mittee on Evangelism reported a total 
of 4,824 members during the past year, 


an increase of 20 per cent. The com-, 


mittee plans a presbytery-wide cam- 
paign for next fall. . The largest 
Easter sunrise service in the state was 
held in Miami with a crowd estimated 
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at 25,000. George H. Ricks was gen- 
eral chairman. 


Miscellany . 

Sarah Lee Timmons, Sunday school 
extension worker for the synod, estab- 
lished four outpost Sunday schools in 
a two-month period this spring. . 
Lola Miller, ATS graduate, will serve 
as student worker at Stetson College 
and as young people’s director for the 
First church, Deland. E. D. 
Brownlee of Sanford has resigned to 
become pastor emeritus after a pas- 
torate of more than 35 years there, 
longest term of service in the state. 
‘ . Directors of religious education 
plan a workshop at Daytona Beach, di- 
rected by Hugh Powel, early in May. 

. Quincy recently held a Christian 
teaching mission with Mr. Powel and 
D. B. Walthall as leaders, evaluating 
the educational program of that church 
and making suggestions for improve- 
ments. ... John B. Dickson of Green- 
wood, Miss., has accepted the call to the 
First Church, Tampa, succeeding J. C. 
Frist, now in Mobile. 
GEORGE H. RICKS. 

Miami. 





Christian Action in the World Crisis 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





mail from unknown friends and 

critics, are bombarded with letters 
at the present time. These letters sug- 
gest the kind of action the church or in- 
dividual Christians ought to take to 
make a genuinely religious contribution 
to solving the world’s problems and 
averting, if possible, impending catas- 
trophe. 

Some of the recommendations deal 
not so much with the problems of the 
world as with the personal problem of 
how we can live and act in order to 
extricate ourselves individually from 
the guilt of all the evil in which the 
world is involved. 

This suggestion poses the interesting 
question as to whether the primary con- 
cern of the Christian man ought to be to 
free himself from guilty involvement in 
the moral ambiguities of the world, or 
whether his primary concern should be 
to help the world to more health by 
bearing the guilt. 

On the whole, the letter writers pre- 
fer the second alternative. They want 
something distinctively Christian done 
to save the world. They want a special 
gesture of trust toward Russia in order 
to overcome the vicious circle of mutual 
fear in which we are involved. They 
want us to stop stock-piling atomic 
bombs; or they want to resist military 
preparations in general. 

I feel there is a certain merit in these 
suggestions because it is important to 
counteract hysteria and to resist the 
tendency of regarding the problem of 


Ca OF US, who get considerable 


the defense of our civilization in purely 
military terms. Church groups should 
therefore meet in every part of the 
country and should earnestly pray and 
discuss these issues. 

It must be pointed out however that 
the defense of a civilization is, in its 
very nature, a morally ambiguous task. 
There are certain lessons we learned in 
our encounter with nazism which we 
dare not forget, Insofar as we face 
military peril we have to counter it with 
military defense. We cannot simply 
say that moral goodness is the best de- 
fense. 

In the case of an individual the mat- 
ter is a little more simple. For an in- 
dividual can always sacrifice his life 
rather than do some things which might 
be required for its defense. Not many 
individuals actually choose such an al- 
ternative. Yet there are heroes and 
martyrs who say ‘“‘Here [ stand; I can 
do no other.” 

Nations, cultures, and civilizations, on 
the other hand, seek to preserve their 
life. We may believe, as I do, that a 
democratic civilization has the duty, as 
well as the right, to preserve its values 
against the threat of tyranny. We can- 
not deny however that its values are 
not as pure as it claims them to be and 
that the means of their defense are not 
purely moral. 

That is why we face greater moral 
perplexities today than ever before in 
relating the insights of faith to the 
necessities of a civilization.— (Copyright 
1948 by RNS.) 
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Federal Council Leaders Take 
Peace Statement to President 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—An im- 
mediate change in the ‘‘present prevail- 
ing mood which makes for war” was 
urged here in a statement presented to 
President Truman at the White House 
by representatives of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

In conferring with the President, the 
church leaders said the 25 member de- 
nominations of the Federal Council were 
determined to do everything in their 
power ‘‘to check the forces that have 
pushed mankind to the brink of inter- 
national conflict.” 

Entitled “A Positive Program for 
Peace” the statement made five recom- 
mendations for averting war ‘without 
yielding sound democratic principles.” 
These were: 


(1) Do not tolerate any complacency 
about war; (2) Combat a mood of 
hysteria or blind hatred; (3) Reject 
fatalism about war; (4) Oppose pri- 
mary reliance on military strategy to 
meet Communist aggression; (5) Press 
for positive programs which have im- 
mediate possibilities for peace and jus- 
tice. 

Before being presented to the Presi- 
dent, the peace statement had been ap- 
proved by the Federal Council’s execu- 
tive committee at a special session held 
in New York City. 

President John R. Cunningham, of 
Davidson College, and Moderator of the 
Presbyterian, US, General Assembly, 
was one of the delegates appointed by 
the Federal Council to present this 
statement to the President, 


Spanish Protestants Gain 
Despite Repression and Violence 


Geneva. (RNS)—Protestant churches 
in Spain have gained strength in the 
past twelve years despite “repression 
and violence,’’ Benjamin J. Bush, repre- 
sentative of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, to the World Council of Churches’ 
Department of Reconstruction and In- 
ter-Church Aid, declared here. 

Back from a tour of Spain, during 
which he attended 15 Protestant serv- 
ices, Dr. Bush said that Spanish Prot- 
estants find it difficult to find places of 
worship because recent attacks on their 
centers have made property owners fear- 
ful of renting to them. 

‘A number of Protestant churches,” 
he said, ‘‘have been attacked by sizable 
mobs, indicating by word and deed 
their antipathy to Protestantism. Other 
churches have been threatened, and one 
large meeting of Protestant youth could 
not be held because of reported plans by 
anti-Protestant youth in the area to at- 
tack the rally.” 

However, Dr, Bush added, the vitality 
of Protestantism in Spain is shown by 
the fact that attendance at divine serv- 
ices is ‘‘frequently double the member- 
ship of the church.’ He recalled at- 
tending two prayer meetings at which 
the combined “attendance was 340. 
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We Can Know It Too 


By ROBERT J. MCMULLEN 


“We know that in everything God works for good.”— 
Paul. Rom. 8:28 (R. S. V.) 


ODAY MORE PEOPLE know more about more things 
than ever before. Yet this has brought neither un- 
derstanding nor wisdom. The creation is indeed 

“subjected to futility.” Frustration and deep pessimism 
have gripped our world. 


Paul Knew the Full Scope 


Though Christians may not know what to do about this 
or even how to pray as they ought they can know that 
“in everything God works for good.” How great is the 
importance and significance of this knowledge for our be- 
wildered world! God is working in its chaos and confu- 
sion. He is no absentee ruler as the deists would have 
him be. God is here now and is busy in our affairs, always 
working to bring good out of evil. 

Our world is so filled with evil that many would either 
deny God any part in it or would greatly limit his field of 
operation therein. Pearl Harbor, coup de force of anti-God 
communists, the atomic bomb, the assassination of Gandhi, 
the civil war in China, the expulsion of missionaries, the 
killing of Christian workers, the destruction of Christian 
institutions—these are some contemporary matters with 
which God might seem to have nothing to do. 

Such things were not unknown to Paul. His Bible re- 
counted the sale and dungeon experiences of Joseph, the 
sufferings of Job, the destruction of the temple, the cap- 
tivity of the chosen people. He ever remembered the ston- 
ing of Stephen, his own sufferings and imprisonments, and 
most vividly of all the crucifixion of his Master by those 
whom he came to save. All of these are included by Paul 
when he declares that we can know that in everything 
God works for good. Wishful thinking is easy, hoping is 
much more difficult, especially for a realist. Paul, one of 
the best educated men of his day, declares that for him 
it was more than hope, it was knowledge. Such knowledge 
is often exceedingly difficult to attain. Joseph in his dun- 
geon, Job on his ash heap, Paul on the deck of a doomed 
ship, Jesus in Gethsemane, all found it so. 


Confident Faith Is Vindicated 


In this context Paul tells us that if we hope for what 
we do not see we wait for it with patience. Patience for 
us usually means accepting hardship, putting up with an- 
noyance, enduring injustice. Often it is unattractive if 
not even disgusting. The word used by Paul was utterly 
different. No long-faced compliance here but a vigorous 
and courageous clinging to faith in God in spite of every- 
thing to the contrary. It is Joseph sold by his brethren, 
falsely accused by his master’s wife, coming out of his 
dungeon and telling Pharoah “God will answer.” It is the 
Psalmist in the midst of national disaster assuring Israel 
that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble, therefore will we not fear, though the earth do 
change, and though the mountains be shaken into the heart 
of the seas.” It is the prophet viewing the utter desola- 
tion of God’s chosen people and announcing, “Thus saith 
Jehovah, the day will come when I will be their God 
and they shall be my people.” It is Job saying, ‘“‘Though 
he slay me yet will I trust in him.” It is the prisoner 
Paul on a floundering ship in the midst of a terrifying 
storm saying, This ship will be wrecked, but “I have faith 
in God.” It is Jesus crucified by those whom he came to 
serve and save crying with a loud voice, ‘“‘Father into thy 
hands I commit my spirit.” 

There is nothing pusillanimous about this word. Trans- 


lated by Moffatt and the Revised Standard Version as 
“steadfastness,” it occupies a most important place in 
Paul’s ministry. True, in writing to the strife-torn church 
at Corinth he speaks of faith, hope, love, and declares 
love to be the greatest of all. But in writing to the per- 
secuted church at Thessalonica the place of honor is given 
to steadfastness and the triad becomes “work of faith, labor 
of love, and steadfastness of hope.’’ So also when shackled 
Paul, knowing he was soon to be sacrificed, writes from 
his dungeon, he places these three in the same order— 
faith, love, steadfastness. This word then is no hothouse 
plant but the hardiest of perennials, defying summer’s heat 
and winter’s cold. By clinging to God in spite of every- 
thing we observe about us, or read in our papers, or hear 
over the radio, hope becomes assurance of things not seen. 
Faith begets knowledge, the knowledge that in everything 
God is working to bring good out of evil. Lord, we be- 
lieve, help thou our unbelief. 


A Way of Encouragement 


In his boundless mercy God has provided a support for 
our feeble faith. Paul calls it “the encouragement of the 
Scriptures.’”’ In fact, in the context he declares that the 
“God of steadfastness and encouragement” gave them to 
us for this very purpose. As we study our Bible we find 
Joseph telling his brethren, “Ye meant evil against me; 
but God meant it for good to save much people 
alive.” We listen as the Psalmist sings, “The loving- 
kindness of Jehovah is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him.” It tells us how Ezra and the others 
back from captivity stood amidst the ruins of Jerusalem 
and with one voice shouted, “Jehovah, thou art God and 
thou alone.” It records how Job “lived a hundred and 
forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, even 
four generations.”” It shows how Paul, thwarted and be- 





HIS MONTH’S preacher from The Outlook Pulpit 
T is one of the church’s honored missionary states- 

men. Dr. McMullen returned to this country on 
the Gripsholm in 1943 after seven months in a Japanese 
prison camp, as a climax to his 32 years of missionary 
service in China. During most of this time he has been 
engaged in Christian education, though he has always 
been close to the life of the churches. Two pictures on 
our cover show the Hawes Memorial and the Stuart 
Memorial churches, both in Hangchow, which were or- 
ganized by Dr. McMullen and whose buildings were 
erected under his supervision. He was pastor of the 
University church, Hangchow (1932-38) and Shanghai 
(38-42). He is a native of Blackstock, S. C., a graduate 
of Centre College, Louisville Seminary; he holds grad- 
uate degrees from the Southern Baptist Seminary, Co- 
lumbia University and Princeton Seminary. Dr. Mc- 
Mullen has been a professor at Nanking Theological 
Seminary; he was provost and comptroller, then presi- 
dent (1938-42) of Hangchow University. For many 
years he served on the executive committee of the Na- 
tional Christian Council of China. Dr. McMullen has 
received countless honors because of his outstanding 
service to the Chinese people. Upon returning to the 
U. S., he became president of Centre College, 1944-46, 
and since that time has been executive secretary of the 
United Board for Christian Colleges in China, with head- 
quarters in New York. Now he is engaged in leading 
the united forces of the churches to a greater and more 
effective service through the 13 colleges which they help 
to maintain in China. 
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wildered at not being able to preach the gospel in Mysia 
and Bithynia, was led to Europe to convert a continent. 
It reveals Jesus seeing the travail of his soul and being 
satisfied as he hears the new song ‘‘Worthy art thou. . ., 
for thou wast slain and by thy blood didst ransom men for 
God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.” 

Earlier in this letter to the Romans (5:14) Paul links 
hope with the 


Test of Experience 


He takes the position that when we cling to our faith 
in God under suffering we can find hope by a study of 
God’s past dealings with us. Certainly we cannot always 
understand the providences of God. Many have been the 
heroes who have died in faith not having received what 
was promised. Seldom can we see God working for good 
when his people are in sorrow or under persecution. Here 
it is necessary to walk by a faith supported by the test 
of past experience. God has shown his love in these ex- 
periences even those which at the time were so baffling. 
This fits us to face present trouble with assurance of his 
love and care. How important it is for us to study his 
dealings with us so that we from experience may reinforce 
our steadfastness. 

One might take a few examples from the history of the 
Christian colleges in China with which I have been asso- 
ciated for the past 30 years. A half-century ago the Box- 
ers undertook to drive from China both Christianity and 
western education. Missionaries were driven from their 
posts. One hundred and thirty-five missionaries and 53 
of their children, together with a 1,012 Chinese Christians 
were killed. It seemed that all hell had broken loose 
and had brought to an end both Christian work and west- 
ern education in China. Then came the defeat of the 
Boxers and a great reaction against their position. From 
this, Christian higher education received a very great im- 
petus. The next two decades were the time of the great- 
est development in the history of the Christian colleges. 

Then came the Nationalist Revolution. With the nation- 
alist troops came atheistic communists. They took advan- 
tage of the anti-Christian movement and all other op- 
portunities to discredit Christianity. Horses were stabled 
in the churches. Chinese Christians were threatened and 
8,000 missionaries were driven out. Students were afraid 
to attend Christian colleges. Some had to close. Here 
again it was difficult at the time to see any good. Yet, 
as we look back on this terrible experience, it is now easy 
to know that in it God was working for at least one great 
good. Previous to this time leadership in all Christian 
work had been almost entirely missionary. During this 
period it was necessary for untried and often unprepared 
Chinese to take charge. Through this experience they grew 
into strong leaders and today they occupy nearly all impor- 
tant positions in the Christian colleges—presidents, deans, 
department heads, board members. It is a radical change 
and a very great blessing. 


Thirteen Colleges Moved 1,700 Miles 


After another decade came the Japanese invasion. Again 
Christianity was endangered. After Pearl Harbor the mis- 
sionaries had to leave. Eleven of the thirteen Christian 
Colleges had to refugee, travelling an average of 1,700 
miles. Wherever these colleges located they were always 
loyal to China and threw themselves wholeheartedly into 
serving refugees and soldiers. Because of this there de- 
veloped a new attitude toward Christianity on the part of 
the Chinese people and their government. Because China’s 
door had been forced open by battleships, and because 
the missionaries entered this door along with opium, Chris- 
tians had been hated by a large majority of intelligent 
Chinese. They were looked upon as “hunting dogs’ of 
western imperialism, culture and religion, and as disloyal 
to China and her traditions. This was all changed during 
the Sino-Japanese War. The outstanding loyalty and serv- 
ice of Christians erased the blot which for a century had 
marred their record and hindered their work. Because of 
this, Chinese leaders have given the Christian colleges their 
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hearty approval and support as never before. Once again 
God has been working for good. 

Now we have the Communist civil war. Chinese Com- 
munists are anti-American and anti-religious. It has been 
found exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, to carry on 
Christian work where they are in power. Three mission- 
aries and a large number of pastors and other Christian 
leaders have already been killed. Very much more church 
property has been destroyed by the Communists in three 
years than by the Japanese in eight years. Our Christian 
colleges may be forced to close if the Communists gain 
control of their campuses. This seems to be the greatest 
threat of all. How can any good come from it? 

Like the others, this providence is very hard to under- 
stand while it is being experienced. It may be that out of 
it will grow a greater Christian emphasis on social justice. 
Certainly the prophets and apostles, not to mention Jesus, 
emphasized right treatment of the poor much more than 
it is preached and practiced by Christians in China. Too 
often have the colleges trained young people from the 
village to go to the city to become wealthy rather than 
to return to the village to serve their poor friends and 
neighbors. Maybe God is changing the whole purpose, con- 
tent and method of Christian higher education in China. 
Whether this is God’s purpose or not, we have today a 
reason for hope based on the test of past experience. This 
should enable those who love Christ and who by him have 
been called into the work of the Christian colleges in 
China to know that even in this Communist threat God is 
working for good. 


It Applies Everywhere 


This test is equally rewarding when applied to the ex- 
perience of individual Christians and to other types of 
Christian work. Altogether an abundance of evidence is 
furnished to support steadfastness. Together they turn 
hope into the knowledge that in everything God is work- 
ing for Good. This knowledge equips those who love him 
to answer God’s call to participate with him in his sav- 
ing work. Thus is carried out the divine purpose of bring- 
ing good out of evil—even the evil of our day and of our 
daily lives. This Paul knew. We too can know it. 

“Therefore my beloved brethren be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
in the Lord your labor is not in vain.’”’ And ‘‘may the 
God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus . . . equip you with everything good that you may 
do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.” 


REPORTS TO THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 








Home Missions 


Against a background of high material prosperity in the 
South, the General Assembly’s Executive Committee on 
Home Missions paints a picture of increasing crime. In 
the first six months of the 1947 record there were twelve 
states with a murder rate at least twice as large as that of 
the nation. Only one of these states was outside the area 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church and it stood ninth 
in the list. The state that ranked first (Georgia) had a 
murder rate 4.5 times that of the nation. All nine states 
having a higher rate than the nation for aggravated assault 
are in the South. 

Says the committee in its report to the forthcoming Gen- 
eral Assembly: ‘‘To all appearances, life is too cheap and 
tempers are too little controlled in our Southland. Many 
will give the easy answer and attribute our uneviable record 
to the presence of so many Negroes in our midst. But is 
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not such an answer really a confession of our failure to 
give them an effective demonstration of the gospel of 
Christ? The crime situation which confronts us simply 
accentuates the need for renewed missionary endeavor right 
here at home.” 

Home Mission needs in the Program of Progress are un- 
derscored: $1,500,000 in five years for (1) adequate sup- 
port and comfortable homes for home mission pastors and 
teachers; (2) building improvements in old areas which 
are taking on new life because of the industrial expansion 
in the South; (3) new churches in 150 known areas where 
churches can be established now without “hurtful com- 
petition with a church of any other denomination.” Suburbs 
and sub-divisions of fast growing cities offer great oppor- 
tunities for the establishment of new churches today, 
says the committee. 

Present needs include: 608 new buildings (churches, edu- 
cational buildings, manses); repairs and improvements on 
412 buildings; 295 additional ministers for home mission 
churches. In the face of present needs, the committee be- 
lieves that at least $4,000,000 could be used effectively 
as a challenge fund. 

During the past six years, 196 new churches have been 
organized by the church, 409 new Sunday schools have 
been established, and 253 church or educational buildings 
or manses have been remodeled, according to the report. 
The membership in new churches which stood at first at 
9,663 has grown to almost 17,000. 

During the 5-year emergency fund campaign for home 
missions ending in May, 1947, the committee reports that 
$1,529,697 was received. After adjustments in the sched- 
ules, $134,758 is reported as received from the Program 
of Progress in its first year. 

Among the recommendations to the General Assembly 
is one on sustentation which was adopted by the home mis- 
sions council of the Assembly in February. The recom- 
mendation follows: 


“That self-support in home missions be the goal to which 
all agencies shall strive, beginning with the local church, 
then the presbytery, and then the synod, and that no ap- 
propriation shall be asked of the General Assembly unless 
these agencies have no other source of income to main- 
tain the work in their respective areas. This policy makes 
it the function of the Assembly’s Home Missions Commit- 
tee (a) to give assistance where no other aid is available, 
and (b) to devote its income to the underprivileged groups, 
and the undeveloped areas in the field of our denomina- 
tional home missions responsibility.” 


In line with the anticipated adoption of that recom- 
mendation, the committee also recommends that “every 
home mission church, or group of churches . . be urged 
to assume as large a portion of its minister’s salary as pos- 
sible, so that Assembly funds may be available for new 
work in places where needed. 

The committee urges the use of elders and other lay- 
men to supply vacant churches in an effort to meet the 
situation caused by the current shortage of pastors. The 
Assembly is also asked to encourage efforts to enlist more 
young men and. women in home mission service. 

As presbytery and synod projects are urged for inclusion 
in financial campaigns, the committee asserts that it has 
“been repeatedly demonstrated that the progress of each 
presbytery and synod is more permanently assured only as 
it participates fully in the program of the Assembly.”’ 

William V. Gardner is chairman of this committee; 
Claude H. Pritchard, executive secretary. 


World Council of Churches 


The World Council of Churches, which had its be- 
ginning in the World Conferences on Faith and Order and 
Life and Work meeting in Edinburgh and Oxford in 1937, 
and originally planned tc be constituted in 1941, will be 
formally organized by the constituting assembly which is 
called to meet in Amsterdam, Holland, August 22-Septem- 
ber 5, 1948. . 
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In this first world assembly there will be official repre- 
sentatives from 134 denominations in 39 countries. It will 
be the most representative gathering of the church both in 
number of communions and of countries that was ever 
assembled. The fact that the world assembly is meeting 
after the devastation and tragedy of the greatest war in 
history with representatives of churches from countries on 
both sides of the conflict is most significant. It is a wit- 
ness to the essential oneness of believers in Christ what- 
ever their race or language or condition of life. 


As the World Council of Churches is now being consum- 
mated it should be kept clear that it is in no sense a 
super-church and that it has no ecclesiastical authority 
whatever over member churches. It is a fellowship of 
those churches in every land that acknowledge ‘Jesus 
Christ as God and Savior,’’ for a united testimony to the 
peoples of the world that they are one in faith in Jesus 
Christ; that they are one in their allegiance to him as 
the Head of the Church and as King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords; and that they are one in affirming that this alle- 
giance is above any other allegiance*that may make claim 
upon them. 

The World Council of Churches even in the period of for- 
mation during the war years has demonstrated the benefi- 
cent service that can be rendered by a world organization 
of Christian believers. It was through the agency of 
Church World Service, Incorporated, which was created 
by the World Council, that material relief in such large 
measure was sent to the distressed peoples of Europe. The 
wonderful response of the churches to this united appeal 
for the necessities of their unfortunate brothers in Christ 
in other lands has justified the existence of this world or- 
ganization. It has been said, in the face of a need so 
vast, that if it had not been organized it would have had 
to be created. 


It was the flow of money and food and clothing in such 
generous amounts from Christ’s people in the United States 
and Canada through the united appeal of the World Coun- 
cil that enabled thousands of persons in the war-ravaged 
countries to exist with any hope of survival. It is esti- 
mated that during the past year assistance in money and 
materials approximated $15,000,000. . 


The first Assembly of the World Council in Amsterdam 
will adopt its constitution and effect the organization for 
the development of ecumenical Christianity, determine its 
relationship to other ecumenical organizations having a 
missionary purpose, and consider the necessary matters 
incident to the creation of a world organization. 

The main theme of the Assembly will be “Man’s Disor- 
der and God’s Design.” Four commissions were appointed 
by the provisional committee to prepare reports on four 
related topics which will be subjects for discussion. These 
topics are: (1) The Universal Church in God’s Design; (2) 
God’s Design and Man’s Witness; (3) The Church and the 
Disorder of Society; (4) The Church and International 
Affairs. 

The churches of the United States and Canada will be 
represented in the World Assembly by ninety official dele- 
gates from thirty-two communions with alternates and ac- 
credited visitors. Of this number the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church has been assigned three principals and three 
alternates. The representatives from our Assembly are: 
Principals: Dr. Homer McMillan, Dr. J. R. Cunningham, 
and Mrs. C. S. Harrington; Alternates: Dr. D. W. Richard- 
son, Dr. C. L. King, and Dr. J. R. McCain. 

The Assembly’s representatives on the American Com- 
mittee of the World Council are Dr. Homer McMillan and 
Dr. J. R. Cunningham, Principals; and Dr. D. W. Richard- 
son and Dr. C. L. King, Alternates. 

Your committee recommends that, to carry its proportion- 
ate part of the expenses of the various committees and 
commissions, an appropriation of $1,500 be made to the 
World Council of Churches for the year 1948-49, of which 
amount $500 is designated for the expenses of the Com- 
mission on Faith and Order. 


HOMER McMILLAN, J. R. CUNNINGHAM. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Prayer for All to Pray 


Methodists looking toward their sig- 
nificant quadrennial general conference 
in Boston are sending out a call for 
prayer. Presbyterians looking toward 
their General Assembly May 27 in At- 
lanta may well join in a like prayer. 
These Methodists are being asked by 
their general board of evangelism to 
pray that the conference may let the 
world know, in no uncertain terms, 
where Methodism stands with regard to 
the great issues of the day. 





To recognize the really great issues 
is one step earnestly to be desired. To 
stand intelligently and courageously on 
the Christian side is another. Let us 
pray for the coming General Assembly 
that we may be deeply concerned about 
the significant questions of the day and 
that as we face them we may be found 
on the side of truth and righteousness. 


Deeper Than a Law 


Newspapers and magazines appear to 
be sorely troubled by the threat of legis- 
lation which would curtail the advertis- 
ing of alcoholic beverages. The Ameri- 
ean Society of Newspaper Editors and 
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now Editor & Publisher contend that 
“Congress cannot prohibit advertising 
a product which may be legally bought 
and sold.” This raises a more funda- 
mental question of whether or not good 
men must have the restraint of a law 
to compel them to follow a socially 
profitable course of action. 

If the basic purpose of advertising is 
what newspapers tell their advertisers 
it is—to increase sales—then those who 
profit in the transaction have a respon- 
sibility that goes deeper than a law. 


Bad Business, Bad Religion 


It would seem that unethical busi- 
ness practices could never be good re- 
ligion. Yet, the activities of some in- 
dividuals and groups make us wonder 
if they kave not led themselves to be- 
lieve that they are so ordained of God 
to do what seems to them to be his 
will that the ethics of their pursuit is 
of small concern. 

Many men are perplexed about many 
of the attacks against the Federal Coun- 
cil or the USA church and its institu- 
tions, It will help then to see what 
is involved if they understand that 
some of the leaders in these atiacks 
are seeking passionately to build up 
their own councils, denomination, in- 
stitutions. 

We have come to the point in the 
business world where a man would 
never think of seeking to win customers 
and build up his trade by attacking com- 
petitors. Public opinion would be 
aroused so quickly and so adversely 
that even an unscrupulous merchant 
would not resort to such measures— 
from the threat of fear if for no higher 
reason. 

Yet, week after week in the ranks of 
so-called Christians, we see practices, 
which would be beyond the pale in the 
“secular” world, being allowed or tol- 
erated, and by some people, cheered. 
Many of these are unscrupulous attacks 
upon the most honored Christian spirits 
of our time, upon the churches they 
lead, and upon the organizations in 
which they cooperate. Men standing on 
the sidelines must be led to see that 
some of the chief concerns in all this 
furor are the rival institutions and 
agencies which vociferous opponents 
are seeking to build up at the expense 
of the well-established churches and 
their agencies. 

Even if we cannot appeal to the pro- 
tagonists on the basis of Christian grace 
and charity, it would seem that we 
should be able to make it clear to the 
man in the streets that these self-styled 
“defenders of the faith’’ are asking him 
to do in the church and for the church 
what he would never think of doing 
in or for his business. 

Some of our people have recently re- 
ceived letters which make unblushing 
appeals to them to turn aside from our 
own denomination's institutions, iitera- 
ture, leadership, cooperative agencies. 
These, they are told, are unsound and 
untrustworthy, and they are urged to 
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give their money, time and energy to 
the appellant’s own council of churches, 
seminary, board of foreign missions, 
Bible conference, weekly paper and all 
the rest. 

The average business man will be 
astonished to see such behavior on the 
part of churchmen. He knows that cut- 
throat business practices and crude 
methods of competition went out of the 
thinking of respectable circles of enter- 
prise long ago. He will not think highly 
of those who throw over such practices 
within the church the cloak of a holy 
calling. 

The origin of many of the charges 
against the Federal Council and against 
the USA church will be revealed for 
what they are worth once our people 
become aware of the fact that the harsh 
critics have their own institutions and 
enterprises which they are seeking to 
advance at the expense of those which 
serve our church. 


GUEST EDITORS 


A Day of Days 


“And when the day of Pentecost was 
fully come, they were all with one ac- 
cord in one place.” Thus the Book of 
Acts describes that meeting which 
Christians since have marked as the 
birth of the Christian Church. Its an- 
niversary comes May 16 and on that 
day we shall be looking toward another 
meeting of Christians—the first Assem- 
bly of the World Council of Churches 
meeting at Amsterdam, Holland, Au- 
gust 22-September 4. 

At Amsterdam, the World Council of 
Churches will finally and formally come 
into being as an expression of that great 
vision of Christian community, that “‘ye 
may be one.” At Amsterdam, repre- 
sentatives of 135 Christian Churches 
from 39 countries will meet “with one 
accord.”’ 

It is a tragedy that Christians are 
divided by cleavage of doctrine, faith, 
and social order and in their cleavages 
are denials of Christ’s commandments. 
We are not one either in spirit or in 
organization, and it would be foolhardy 
to claim that at Amsterdam all conflict 
will be eradicated and all cleavages 
closed. 

Yet there will be one accord at Am- 
sterdam, one basic conviction upon 
which all representatives will agree. 
Today the Christian churches need more 
than ever before a “sound from heaven” 
such as came to that first tiny group in 
Jerusalem at Pentecost. They will 
meet with a consciousness that despite 
all the strength which comes from the 
various confessions, there is needed in 
this day a still greater streneth—of 
Christian community, of one encom- 
passing Christian spirit that will fill 
Christians throughout the world as the 
Holy Spirit filled those who met at Pen- 
tecost. Only that strength can dispel 
fear, distrust, and lead Christians for- 
ward, where they now stand afraid.— 
HENRY SMITH LEIPER. 
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Prayer at the Stop-Light 


A Richmonder . . . believes that the 
prayers of the righteous avail much. He 
has faith, also, in the effect of prayer 
on the mind of everyone who shapes a 
petition to Heaven. All of us will work 
more diligently for peace, he thinks, if 
we pray for it. He accordingly has 
formed the habit, he tells us, of mak- 
ing a prayer for peace every time he 
has to stop at a red light in his busy 
day’s travel about the city. Little by 
little he is training himself to associate 
the red light on the city street with 
the warning signal on the road to war; 
and whenever that signal appears, he 
petitions the Almighty to incline the 
hearts of men to peace. It is a simple 
act of simple faith—but who can meas- 
ure its potentialities? What might not 
happen to the mind and to the policy 
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of Americans if even a few of the 
drivers of the country’s 35 million mo- 
tor cars prayed for peace every time 
they stopped at a red light?—Rich- 
mond, Va., News Leader. 


A Call for Imagination 


“We are in the midst of a revolution 
far vaster than the military campaigns 
for the dignity and possession of the 
human soul. Brotherhood is begotten 
by sensitizing of the imagination. We 
must try to see how life looks to the 
man on the wrong side of the railroad 
track or along the Burma road or in 
Stalingrad. We must have imagination 
enough to catch the viewpoint of those 
whose racial and religious backgrounds 
differ from ours. This is essential in 
building our broken world.—RALPH 
W. SOCKMAN, in The Churchman. 





MOTHERS AND MINISTERS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





(The story of Hannah and Samuel 
begins in I Samuel 1-3.) 


UPPOSE HANNAH had thought her 
~ Samuel was too good for the priest- 

hood? She could have given some 
plausible reasons for keeping the boy 
away from Shiloh, Religion in Israel 
had fallen on evil days. Hardly any- 
thing was as it should be. The shrine 
at Shiloh commanded little attention 
and no respect. The ministry itself had 
sunk pretty low. There was the High 
Priest Eli, a doddering old man, good 
in his way but out of touch with the 
times, ‘‘an old man and heavy,’ fat, 
half-blind and deaf, with little discipline 
even in his own family. The rest of the 


priesthood, Eli’s preposterous sons, were ~ 


not merely inefficient, they were down- 
right bad. Even the lax morals of the 
Age of the Judges were shocked by the 
doings of the sons of Eli. As for the 
rank and file of the worshippers at 
Shiloh, one can guess what they were 
like from Hannah’s experience. She 
was over there praying one day, and the 
old priest Eli, seeing this woman in the 
corner with her lips moving, leaped to 
the conclusion that she was drunk. It 
sounds suspiciously as if drinking 
women were commoner than praying 
women, in that temple. ' 

Was it a good idea to dedicate Samuel 
to the Lord, the church being what it 
was? Hannah was of good family, her 
son would be an aristocrat. Serving the 
Lord is a noble ideal, but serving the 
Lord under Eli, at Shiloh, under those 
conditions—? Hannah might well have 
hesitated. 

On her decision hinged the immediate 
future of the church in that time and 
region, What would have happened to 
organized religion and the priesthood, 
left to Eli and sons, one hates to think. 
But when Samuel brought to that de- 
cadent institution a dedicated life, a 
sensitive soul, all the force of his fine 


courageous mind and able commanding 
character, the church and the nation 
took a sharp turn upward. There may 
have been many doubting or despairing 
good people in those days who knew 
what was going on but could not see any 
way of stopping the downswing. No 
doubt in many a God-fearing home there 
was discussion of the problem. What is 
the answer? Where is the door to bet- 
ter things, and who has the key to it? 
The answer was where perhaps no one 
thought to look: in a woman named 
Hannah, She had the key. It was her 
devotion, her determination, her dedica- 
tion, that made possible the whole 
bright chapter in the life of church and 
nation that began with her son’s career. 
Her ‘“‘Yes” instead of her “No” made all 
the difference. 


a trough instead of on the crest of 

a wave. Outstanding, strong leader- 
ship is the exception rather than the 
rule. Many of the ablest personalities 
among young students are being steered 
elsewhere. Public respect for the church 
has disastrously waned. Sometimes the 
whole church reminds us of Eli, well- 
established but old and heavy, blind to 
wrongs within and quite out of touch 
with the world round about, easy-going, 
content to see that the doors of the 
sanctuary are opened and shut at the 
regular hours, The church today is not 
often attacked, a more dangerous phase 
has set in: like Shiloh of old, she is 
ignored, Good people today are asking 
the question, Can the church live? How 
can we change things? Who has the 
key? The answer is just what it was in 
those ancient times. The mothers have 
the key. 

Dr. John Oliver Nelson, the smart 
Presbyterian in the Federal Council of 
Churches whose chief responsibility is 
promoting recruits for the ministry, 
points out two things. One is that of 


r. OUR TIMES again the church is in 


the major Protestant denominations in 
America, only two have an adequate 
supply of ministers at present or in pros- 
pect. The other is that of the influences 


“which move a man toward the ministry, 


mothers rank first. Ahead of friends, 
pastors, college teachers or what not, 
the mother’s attitude is more often than 
not the major factor in a man’s deciding 
for the ministry. 

But Dr. Nelson intimates that the re- 
verse of this is equally true. Mothers 
are also the chief factor in some of the 
best men’s not going into the ministry. 
Mothers are the principal bottleneck to 
a supply of ministers of high caliber. 
Take the typical churchwoman who is 
also your typical American aristocrat, if 
we may use that word: a woman is 
proud of her family, ambitious for her 
children, who married a young man “on 
the make” who would go far, and who 
expects her sons to do the same: about 
the last thing she has in mind for her 
son is the ministry, and the thing below 
that is the mission field. A prominent 
matron in a large church approached 
her minister to ask his help with her 
son, 

‘“‘He has come back from college with 
the strangest ideas,’ she said. ‘He was 
full of ambition a while ago but now his 
plans have all changed and he wants to 
be a minister.”’ 

“T shall be glad to advise with him,” 
said the pastor, ‘‘and encourage him all 
I can.” 

“You don’t understand,” said the lady 
from the social register. “I want you 
to talk him out of it.” 

‘‘Well, madam,” said the pastor, “I’m 
a minister myself; how do you expect 
me—” . 

“That’s different,” she said. “It’s all 
right for you, but OUR Family—!” 


HAT WOMAN has too many sisters. 
They regard a child who enters 
the service of the Church of God 

as somehow a failure. The ministry, 
they think (even if they would be 
ashamed to say it) is all right for young 
men who can’t do anything else, poor 
young men with inferior educations, 
simple young men with primitive men- 
talities, aesthetic young men whose 
chief passion is for lovely worship serv- 
ices; but for virile, intelligent, well- 
trained, able young men, born leaders, 
natural aristocrats—our sons, in short— 
absurd! Such mothers are not always 
unbelievers, or bad Christians in the 
main. They can be found in the 
Woman’s Auxiliary of many a well- 
budgeted church; they are active in 
every good work, at least such as would 
be approved by the Woman’s Club; they 
have often told their minister how much 
they enjoy his sermons. They are not 
bad, they are just Hannahs—who say 
No. If to the mothers we owe some of 
the finest souls who have ever served 
the church and the Kingdom of God, 
also on the mothers must be laid the 
blame that the church decays in our 
leaderless Shilohs when we might rise 
with divine power under a Samuel, 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Governor’s Race Gets 
W. Va. Interest Now 


West Virginia News Letter 


Impending primary elections are claim- 
ing a géod many of the headlines in 
West Virginia newspapers. The guber- 
natorial contest claims chief interest, 
with the hottest contest going on in the 
Democratic Party. The-machine candi- 
date, Okey L. Patteson, is openly sup- 
ported by the incumbent Governor 
Meadows. Opponents claim machine 
pressure on state employees and the 
building up of a-“‘slush fund” of a half- 
million dollars to further the candidacy 
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of Mr. Patteson. Strongly opposing him 
is Kay Thomas, who has his strongest 
support from Democrats around the 
capitol city. In the campaign talk, 
citizens hear much about the state con- 
servation program and its needs for the 
future, and secondary farm roads are 
listed among the promises. At least one 
candidate charges the state purchasing 
department with misappropriation of 
funds. Following this, ‘‘open letters” 
have appeared in the Charleston Gazette, 
claiming that the purchasing depart- 
ment has in many instances awarded 
bids to the highest, rather than to the 
lowest or an intermediary, bidder. 


Builders Strike Idles 
Church Construction 


Building in the Charleston area was 
at a virtual standstill during the 24-day 





WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


William W. Hall, Jr., Ph. D., Pres. 
Fulton, Missouri 


A Presbyterian College for Men 


Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 
Christian. 
Thoroughness in instruction 
Friendliness on the campus 
Sound personal guidance 
Reservations for September, 1948, now 
being received. 
Write for catalogue and information. 





MARY BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 
Uldest Southern Presbyteriap Col- 


lege for Womep 


For information write: 
FRANK B. LEWIS 
President 

















1849 e AUSTIN COLLEGE e 1948 


A Liberal Arts College, now completing its ninety- 
nineth year of Christian service. 
eation is suggested for Fall enrollment. 
For information—address the Registrar. 


W. B. Guerrant, President 
SHERMAN, TEXAS 


Early appli- 








sities, 


Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
credited by Association of American Univer- 
Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
sociation, 
mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 
be met in part by self-help. 

RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


etc. Charges average $265 per se- 
Address 


Maryville, Tennessee 








school superintendents. 





SUMMER SESSION 


In Two Terms—June 29-Aug. 12 


Faculty composed of guest professors who are specialists in their fields, 
and members of the Training School faculty. 

Courses for Bible teachers, missionaries, pastors, directors of religious 
education, church musicians, teachers in church kindergartens, and Sunday 


Write for special bulletins. 
The General Assembly’s Training School 
3400 Brook Road, Richmond 12, Virginia 
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trades union strike. While nineteen 
unions demanded 25 to 50-cent-per-hour 
raises, all major construction in the 
Kanawha Valley, including at least six 
church building projects, was at a stand- 
still. These church construction jobs 
tange from the $40,000 Timothy Lu- 
theran church to the $200,000 B’nai 
Jacob Synagogue. Among them is the 
new building of the South Ruffner Prés- 
byterian church, just beginning, whose 
cost is estimated at $50,000. 


Decrease in Juvenile 
Delinquency Is Reported 


Nineteen cases of juvenile delin- 
quency, as against the usual 30 or 40, 
were recorded in Charleston in a 50- 
day period in March and April. Police 
attribute the decrease to careful work 
by members of their department and to 
stern warnings issued by the court to 
parents of youthful offenders. Addi- 
tional aid is anticipated with the open- 
ing of city parks and playgrounds with 
their busy schedule of activities. 


Use of City’s Swimming 
Pool Gets Court Ruling 


Problems in race relations are not as 
keen in West Virginia as in other states 
but they are present all too frequently. 
On the record, governmental units speak 
and work for fair practices. However, 
this does not always appear in the re- 
sults. A recent incident of interest was 
the ruling by the courts that the city’s 
swimming pool in Montgomery must be 
accessible to Negroes as well as to 
whites. Last year the pool, built as a 
municipal project, was opened for the 
first time but was operated as a private 
enterprise, Negroes protested their ex- 
clusion and have won a court decision 


* affirming their right to the pool. Like 


action some years ago resulted in the 
quiet closing of a pool which operated 
in the Kanawha State Forest. Observers 
are watching with interest to see what 
procedure will be followed at Mont- 
gomery. 


Miscellany 


Late in April, teachers and church 
officers from over the state gathered at 
Jackson’s Mill to plan more effective 
strategy for the cooperation of churches 
in city and rural areas. ... An exchange 
student from The Hague, now studying 


Mitchell College 


A coeducationa] institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate __ rates. 
Write for catalog P. Applications are 
being taken for our fall semester which 
begins September 7, 1948. 
John Montgomery, Pres., 








Statesville, N. C. 
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at Morris Harvey college in Charleston, 
urged members of the city’s Rotary club 
to forget hate and to remember that 
“world peace, in the final analysis is 
based upon goodwill among the citizens 
of the nations.’”’ Piet dePagter, the stu- 
dent, said “brotherhood is the need 
among all the world’s people. Animosi- 
ties and hatreds breed strife in the long 
run.” ... The Parkersburg Veteran’s 
Council appealed to its members to 
picket a Jehovah’s Witnesses meeting 
there, because, the chairman said, the 
yeteran’s council “is definitely opposed 
to the use of a public school by any 
organization that would put the welfare 
of its own group above that of the coun- 
try in time of war.” ... The City of 
Charleston received the largest share of 
proceeds from the state liquor commis- 
sion for the first three months of the 
year. In the distribution to municipali- 
ties, Charleston was followed by Hunt- 
ington, Beckley and Bluefield. 


ALFRED MONTGOMERY. 
Charleston. 
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with God and men. Some of us-remem- 
ber the day he entered college as a 
freshman in short pants. We saw him 
make his mark as a student, a debater, 
the outstanding college orator, and 
graduate as the valedictorian of a rather 
outstanding Westminster College grad- 
uating class—the class of 1916. Soon, 
it seemed, he was back with his Ph. D. 
from Chicago University, and all the 


ll 


probably be transferring his member- 
ship to the USA church, But, as the late 
Dr. Ira Landrith used to say, the only 
difference between the US and the USA 
churches that he could see was the let- 
ter ‘“‘A,” it is doubtful if the change will 
affect Bullet for better or for worse. 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 
SCHOOL 





We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 





23. FRANC LEWIS McCLUER 


When Dr. Nelson Vance Russell, pres- 
ident of Carroll College of Waukesha, 
Wis., delivered the charge to Dr. Franc 
L. MecCluer as the new president of 
Lindenwood College of St. Charles, Mo., 
he said in part, “The most important 
factor in Lindenwood’s opportunity to 
aid in redeeming the world is the per- 
sonality and philosophy of its new presi- 
dent. France Lewis McCluer is nationally 
recognized as a scholar of outstanding 
merit. He has been a successful teacher 
and administrator. He has given un- 
stintingly of his time and strength to 
his native state notably in the field of 
good government, to his Alma Mater, 
and unselfishly to his church and to the 
various state and national organizations 
interested in the general welfare of our 
people.’’ 


In his speech of acceptancy, Dr. Mc- 
Cluer, speaking of the Christian college, 
said: “‘A college is Christian as it seeks 
to build a Christian community. In its 
search for truth it musi be free and un- 
hampered by doctrinal restraints or 
social groups representing any particu- 
lar economic or social viewpoint. A 
Christian community should be char- 
acterized by respect for the integrity of 
the human mind, for the dignity of the 
individual human being, by faith in the 
Wustworthiness of Christian character, 
and by abiding faith in the future and 
in the destiny of the human race.” 

Those of us who have known ‘“‘Bullet’’ 
McCluer, as he is affectionately called 
by thousands of friends and fellow- 
citizens, have seen him grow in wisdom 
(not so much in stature), and in favor 


while, whether as student, professor, or 
president, he was active in the work of 
the Fulton Presbyterian Church (U. S.). 
Now as president of the nationally- 
known Lindenwood College, he will 


Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities, Scholarship aid. 
Dr. George C. Bellingrath, President 








PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 
First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. Trans- 
fer, General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self- 
control, academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern 
equipment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. Applications for 1948- 
1949 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 


William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 7, N. O. 








Queens graduates are in Memand as 
teachers, nurses, laboratory techni- 
cians, and in church and commercial 
activities. 





A Liberal Arts College for Women 
Offering A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 








SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


SOUND IN SCHOLARSHIP 
CHRISTIAN IN PURPOSE AND SPIRIT 


WRITE FOR CHAS. E. DIEHL 
CATALOGUE PRESIDENT 








Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina 


‘Where a Good Past 


Predicts a Better Future 
J. R. Cunningham, President 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1948 


A Christian College where reverence for spiritual values transforms 
the heritage of secular culture and scientifie inquiry. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Kenneth J. Foreman, Jr., and Mrs. 
Foreman from the Horse Creek Group 
of churches, Lansing, N. C., to care the 
Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian 
Church, USA, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 
10. They will enter language school 
preparatory to missionary service in 
China. 

John E. Thompson, Union Seminary 
senior, has been licensed by Lexington 
Presbytery and has accepted a call to 
the Franklin, Upper Tract and Ruddle 
churches, Franklin, W. Va. 

Richard P. Robertson, Piedmont, Ala., 
was to begin hjs new service as pastor 
of the Ellisville, Miss., church May 1. 

Monroe Bush, Jr., who has been the 
editor of Basic, his own publication in 
Washington, D. C., has accepted a call 
to the Leesburg, Va., church and has 
already begun his work there. 

J. M. McDaniel who has been serving 
as student supply at the Drewry’s Bluff 











Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment 

R. B. PURDUM, President 
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church near Richmond, Va., has been 
called to become pastor of that church. 

William M. Currie, Belmont, N. C., 
has accepted a call to become assistant 
pastor of the First church, Greensboro, 
N. C., effective May 15. 


T. B. Ruff, Cleveland, N. C., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Riverview church, 
Leaksville, N. C. 

Edwin Walthall, Austin Seminary 
senior, will become assistant pastor in 
the Second church, Houston; C. Rogers 
McLane, another Austin senior, will be 
pastor at Wharton, Texas, 

M. H. Applewhite, who has been pas- 
tor of the Woodlawn church, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, is ow to be evangelist 
for the Corpus Christi area. 


E. M. Shepard, Kenedy, Texas, has ac- 
cepted a call to the Milford, Texas, 
church. : 

Chauncey Acrey, Mercedes, Texas, has 
accepted a call to the Westminster 
church, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Lawrence E. Gilbert, Port Lavaca. 
Texas, will now serve as pastor at Bal- 
linger, Texas. 

Frank McElroy, Jr., who has been 
pastor of the Donna, Texas, church, is 
to go into service in the Belgian Congo 
after June 20. 

Thomas A. Schafer, a member of the 
Presbytery of Steubenville (USA), now 





BELHAVEN 


Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


POSSESSING— 
Attractive Campus 
Modern Buildings 
Excellent Student Body 
STRESSING— 


Character 
Calture 
Sound Scholarship 


For Catalog—Write: 
G. T. GILLESPTE, President 
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professor of Bible at Southwestern at 
Memphis, has become a member of 
North Mississippi Presbytery. 

W. E. Snipes, Jefferson, Ga., has be- 
come the chapel minister for the First 
church, Anderson, S. C., 108 Gilwood 
Drive. 


RECOGNITION 


Walter B. Passiglia, pastor of the 
Ybor City Mission, Tampa, Fla., has 
been voted the most outstanding citizen 
of Ybor City in recognition of the sery- 
ice he has rendered its people. 


RETIRED 


Peter H. Pleune, pastor of the High- 
land church, Louisville, Ky., has an- 
nounced his decision to retire. Dr. 
Pleune will continue as acting pastor 
until his successor is secured; then he 
will become pastor emeritus. 


USA NOMINEES 


Four potential nominees for the 
Moderatorship of the Presbyterian 
(USA) General Assembly, according to 
the endorsements by their respective 
presbyteries, are: George Emerson 
Barnes, Philadelphia; Clifford E. Bar- 
bour, Knoxville, Tenn.; Arnold H. 
Lowe, Minneapolis; Jesse H. Baird, San 
Anselmo, Calif. 


COMMENCEMENT 


Charles E. Diehl, president of South- 
western at Memphis, will preach the 
commencement sermon at Chamberlain- 
Hunt Academy, Port Gibson, Miss., May 
16. 


C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary 
of Foreign Missions, and John McSween, 
pastor of the Fourth church, Green- 
ville, S. C., will be the commencement 
speakers at the Assembly’s Training 
Schoo], Richmond, Va., May 16 and 17. 
Dr. Fulton will preach the sermon, and 
Dr. McSween will deliver the commence- 
ment address. Each of them has a 
daughter in the graduating class. 

John A. Redhead, Jr., First church, 
Greensboro, N. C., will be the com- 
mencement preacher at the final exer- 
cises at Union Seminary in Virginia, 
May 16, and Irving M. Ellis, First 
church, Gastonia, N. C., will deliver 
the commencement address for the 
board of trustees, May 18. 





Church 
Sunday School 


Furniture 


Flowers School Equipment 
Company 
8327 West Main Street, Richmond, Va. 
Telephone 7-4035 











CONFERENCE 


On Protestant 


CHURCH MUSIC 


In Forth Worth 
June 7-8-9-10-11 
Faculty of 8 Authorities Featuring 
HUGH PORTER HAROLD STARK 
ROBERT McCUTCHAN 
For Particulars Write 


Robert R. Clarke, 
First Methodist Church, 
Forth Worth, Texas 








PASTOR BY JUNE 1— 

For Presbyterian (U. S.) church, 
newly constructed, with adequate, 
well-equipped educational building, 
free of debt, on the edge of an indus- 
trial community of 3,000 persons, ina 
city of 50,000 population. Excellent 
opportunity for a fruitful ministry to 
man who is evangelical, energetic 
and resourceful. Salary $3,000 and 
manse. Confidential correspondence 
invited. Write L. A. Taylor, 209 N. 
13th St., Wilmington, N, C. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Malachi Demands Sincere Religion 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 16 


Malachi, Lesson Text: 1:1, 6-9; 2:13-14; 3:7-12 


We study this week the book of 
Malachi, and yet so far as known there 
never was a man who bore the name of 
Malachi. The book that bears this 
name is really anonymous. The word 
“Malachi” really means “‘my servant,” 
or “my messenger,” and was probably 
porrowed by the editor from 3:1. 


We know nothing then of the author 
of this book, but we know a good deal 
about the times in which he wrote and 
that is more important. It was about 
the year 460 B. C., seventy years and 
more after the first Jewish colonists had 
returned to the Promised Land, a few 
years before the return of Ezra, and 
about fifteen years before the return of 
Nehemiah, The temple, on whose con- 
struction Haggai and Zechariah had set 
high hopes, was still standing (1:10) 
but the whole book shows how deeply 
the hopes of that early day had been 
disappointed. The intervening sixty 
years or so had been years of disillusion 
and the situation to which Malachi ad- 
dressed himself was melancholy beyond 
words. There seemed to be a curse upon 
the land (3:9), but it went deeper than 
that. There was a blight on men’s 
hearts and on their faith. It was an 
age of religious indifference, of moral 
scepticism and social corruption, Mala- 
chi, as we shall continue to call this un- 
known prophet, was the first man to at- 
tack the root of this evil. It was his 
work, carried on by Ezra and Nehemiah, 
that resulted in the great revival that we 
studied about last week and ended with 
the Jews becoming officially and really 
the people of the Book. The prophet’s 
message is divided into two parts: 


I. The Need of God’s Messenger, 1-2 
In getting at the root of Israel’s 
trouble Malachi puts his finger upon 
four great evils. 


1. The Doubting of God’s Love, 1:2- 
5. God does love them, yet they ques- 
tion it, and demand that Malachi show 
them tangible evidences of that love. 
Their fathers had returned to the 
Promised Land with high hopes. When 
they built the temple, Haggai (cf. 2:6- 
9, 20f) and Zechariah (ch. 8) had 
spoken glowingly of the future. But 
after sixty or seventy years those daring 
promises remained unfulfilled. The peo- 
ple were growing sceptical, And when 
the prophet proclaimed God’s love, they 
replied, ‘‘Wherein hast thou loved us?’’ 

We will have to admit here that Mala- 
chi’s answer is disappointing. He does 
hot have the insight of Hosea or of 


Isaiah. His proof of God’s love for 
Israel (the descendants of Jacob) is 
God’s hatred of Edom (the descendants 
of Esau), the neighbors of the Jews to 
the South and through history their bit- 
terest enemy. His proof that God hates 
Esau is that Edom’s mountainous land 
had been recently desolated apparently 
by an Arab invasion from the South and 
he declares that the land will remain 
desolated. In other words, Israel may 
think that God does not love them, but 
they certainly have been blessed in com- 
parison with Edom. 

Let us stop here for a moment, The 
religion of any people is fatally impaired 
when they begin to doubt God’s love. 
Do people doubt that love today? On 
what grounds could it be doubted? Are 
those grounds valid? What are the 
great evidences that we have of God’s 
love? 

2. The Scorning of God’s Worship, 
1:6—2:9. This is the second point in 
Malachi’s indictment. ‘A son honoreth 
his father, and a servant his master,” 
but the religious leaders of Israel have 
despised his holy name. But the priests 
will not admit this charge. They say, 
“Wherein have we despised thy name?” 
Malachi proceeds to specify, 

(1) They say, the table of Jehovah, 
i. e., the altar, is contemptible (1:7). 
They did not say this openly, but it was 
evidenced by the irreverence of their 
conduct. 

(2) They offer unworthy offerings. 
There was a law in Dt. 17:1 against 
offering blemished animals on the altar. 
The priests cooly disregarded this law 
by offering animals that they would not 
have dared to offer to the Persian gover- 
nor of Judah [vs, 3] and yet they say, 
it is no evil, i. e., that there is nothing 
wrong about it. The suggestion that 
such priests entreat the favor of God 
(vs. 9) is ironical, If this is the sort of 
sacrifice you offer, can you expect God 
to look upon you with favor? Better 
close the Temple doors and extinguish 
the altar fires than have the worship 
conducted by such low-minded, half- 
hearted ministers (vs. 10). The great 
God of hosts can accept no offering at 
the hands of men like these. 

As McFadyen points out: ‘Sincerity 
in public worship means much to Mala- 
chi. He virtually says, Give God the 
best you have or bring the worship to 
an end and get out of his service alto- 
gether.” Then follows one of the great- 
est verses in Malachi (11), a verse 
whose meaning is obscured because our 
English translations render it as a fu- 
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ture when actually it is a present. Mala- 
chi does not say that God’s name will 
be great among the Gentiles; rather, 
that it is great. In other words, the 
prophet suggests that sincere worship, 
wheresoever and by whomsoever offered 
is in reality offered to God and is ac- 
ceptable to him, He suggests that the 
sincere worship of the heathen is more 
acceptable to him than the insincere 
worship of the Jews. 


(3) They are weary with the worship 
of Jehovah. What a bore, they say. 
And the laymen who brought these 
blemished offerings, offerings which 
were the fruits of violence and trickery 
were as guilty as the priests, They too 
shall know the curse rather than the 
blessing of God (13-14). 

In 2:1-9 Malachi proceeds to an- 
nounce God’s doom upon the unworthy 
clergy. It will fall upon them because 
of their careless and contemptuous 
conduct of the worship (1:6-13) and for 
not giving God the glory (1:2). Over 
against their failure he sets a beautiful 
description of the ideal minister (5-7). 
To this noble ideal the priests of Mala- 
chi’s time had proved utterly recreant. 
They themselves had turned out of the 
way and had caused‘many of the people 
to stumble. As a result the people now 
utterly despised them. As McFadyen 
remarks here, ‘“‘Noblesse oblige, and in 
the long run a trustful people will de- 
spise the clergy who fall too pitifully be- 
low their ideal.’”’ (See ‘‘Mothers and 
Ministers,’’ page 9. Do you agree with 
Dr. Foreman’s opinion of the important 
place which mothers occupy in this re- 
gard?) 

Do these words of Malachi have an 
application to our present day? Why 
do you think so? When we speak of 
those who despise God's house we are 
apt to think of those who never attend 
its worship, But Malachi is speaking of 
those who take part in the worship, and 
especially of those who are the leaders. 
Is it possible for those who take part 
in the worship today to profane that 
worship? Do men today ever offer 
blemished offerings? Are men today 
ever wearied with the worship of God? 
What does it indicate? What kind of 
worship is really acceptable to God, 
helpful to man? 

8. The Breakdown of the Home, 
2:10-16. This paragraph is obscure and 
difficult to explain in the little space we 
have at our disposal, It is clear, how- 
ever, that Malachi is condemning two 
related evils—divorce, on the one hand, 
and pagan marriages on the other. As 
McFadyen explains: “They had pro- 
faned the covenant and the holiness of 
Jehovah by marrying foreign women. 
Each of these women, as the daughter 
of a strange God (vs. 11, just as the 
Israelites were sons of Jehovah, vs. 10), 
was a menace to the holiness, the dis- 
tinctive religious and ethical quality of 
the Hebrew faith. They were probably 
wealthy women of the neighboring 
people, for example, Philistia, Moab, 
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Ammon; but they would bring their 
alien religion into the Hebrew home, 
with the result that the Hebrew faith 
would be contaminated and Hebrew 
distinctiveness obliterated. Worse still 
these marriages with foreign women had 
led to the divorce of native Hebrew 
women, Therein lay the climax of the 
treachery, that the wife of thy covenant, 
that is, pledged to thee in a marriage 
contract, which has been solemnly wit- 
nessed before and by Jehovah himself, 
should be repudiated in favor of an 
alien; the wife of thy youth too, the 
faithful companion of many years, dis- 
carded when she is old .. .’’, and this 
too in spite of the fact that God’s ideal 
is that marriage shoulJd not be broken. 
The paragraph comes to a climax in 
2:16, “I hate putting away,” that is, 
divorce, 


Does this paragraph have any mes- 
sage for our day? Divorce is growing 
more prevalent. The ratio is one divorce 
now to every three marriages. Does 
God still hate divorce? Why? Figures 
indicate that divorce among non-church 
members is far higher than among mem- 
bers of the church, that divorce among 
Protestants married to Roman Catholics 
is much higher than marriages between 
Protestants. Was Malachi right in con- 
demning marriages with the heathen? 
Should our young people take religion 
into account as they consider marriage? 
Is it wise for Protestants to marry 
Roman Catholics? Is it right for Prot- 
estants to promise that the children of 
such marriages shall be brought up as 
Roman Catholics? 


4. The Doubting of God’s Justice, 
2:17. A fourth indication that some- 
thing was radically wrong with Israel’s 
religion is found in the fact that the 
people were beginning to question the 
justice of God. It seemed to them as 
they looked out upon the world that God 
actually favored and prospered the 


wicked. Where is the God of justice, 
they asked? The other defects in 
Israel’s religious life were serious 


enough, but it is this questioning of 
God’s justice that leads Malachi most 
particularly to pass on to the coming of 
God’s messenger and the final vindica- 
tion of the Divine honor. We have then 
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Il. The Coming of God’s Messenger, 3-4 

Two things Malachi tells us about this 
coming Messenger, First, as the fore- 
runner of the Lord he shall prepare the 
people for judgment; second, he will 
summon them to repent. 

1. As the forerunner of the Lord he 
will prepare the people for judgment, 
3:1-6. The people were asking, where 
is the God of justice? Malachi pointed 
out in reply that in due time God would 
send his messenger to prepare the way 
for his coming and that the messenger 
would be followed by the Lord himself. 
When he came, only the purest would 
be able to stand his searching test, for 
he would come to cleanse in a purifying 
judgment, like the fire which separates 
the base metal from the true (vs. 2). 

This judgment Malachi declared 
would fall first upon the priests as the 
most highly privileged, the most respon- 
sible and the most guilty. When the 
judgment had done its work upon them 
their offering would be accepted as in 
the days of old (3-4). 

But it would also fall upon the peo- 
ple as a whole. Their crimes are sum- 
marized as sorcery, adultery, perjury, 
exploitation of the poor and defenceless. 
Do we still have these crimes? Malachi 
traces them back to a single cause— 
it is because they do not fear Jehovah? 
Is this true today? 


Here then is the first part of Malachi’s 
answer to the men. of his day who 
doubted the justice of God. That jus- 
tice is not dispensed in all of its full- 
ness now, but it will be dispensed later. 
The messenger did come as Malachi had 
predicted (cf. Mt. 11:10). And he was 
followed by the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
did not bring immediate judgment, as 
Malachi and John the Baptist seem to 
have expected, but he lived such a life 
that all men are judged by their attitude 
toward him. And he warned men that 
the final vindication of God’s justice 
would certainly come. 

2. As the successor of Elijah he will 
call the people to repent, 3:7—-4:6. The 
fact that God will come in judgment led 
Malachi to stress the necessity of re- 
pentance. If Israel will return unto 
Jehovah, he announced, Jehovah would 
return unto them (7). 


Evidently the people challenged Mala- 
chi to show wherein they needed to re- 
pent. They said, Wherein shall we re- 
turn? Malachi proceeded to point out 
one very definite respect wherein they 
needed to return unto God. They were 
in effect robbing God by refusing or fail- 
ing to pay the tithe demanded by the 
law (cf. Dt. 14:22-27; Levit. 27:30-32). 
This ‘‘dishonesty had brought a curse 
in the form of drought and the devour- 
ing locust (11); let them return to 
Jehovah and Jehovah would in return 
send his blessed rain in abundance from 
heaven (10). Their prosperity would 
be so conspicuous that they would be 
the envy of all nations (12).” Does this 
promise mean that we will be materially 
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blessed in our day if we pay the tithe? 
Some Bible students think so; others 
doubt it. But there are other reasons 
for tithing. What are they? 


The Jews in Malachi’s day were hard 
to convince? They said there was no 
profit in serving God. They were think- 
ing of course of material profit. The 
men who prospered in their day seemed 
to be the men who did not bother about 
the divine standards (13-15). Is it dif- 
ferent today? Does religion pay ma- 
terial dividends? Is that the test of its 
value? 


Malachi comforted the men of his day 
by ‘“‘assuring them that they were not 
forgotten; a book of remembrance was 
being written, that is, a book in which 
their names were recorded and which 
would keep Jehovah in mind of them 
(16). In the day of judgment they 
would not only be spared, but they 
would be Jehovah’s peculiar treasure, 
specially guarded and specially dear 
(17), and.they would see the difference 
that they cannot now discern between 
the righteous and the wicked (18).” 
This difference would be infinite, for a 
fire would consume the wicked, root and 
branch, while upon the righteous would 
shine the sun, in whose light they would 
be vindicated, and from whose wings, 
i, e., rays, would stream healing for 
wounded hearts and perplexed minds 
(4:1-2). In their joy they would frisk 
like calves and part of that joy would be 
to trample the wicked, like ashes, under 
the soles of their feet (3). McFadyen 
adds: “This ugly vindictive trait re- 
minds us how fierce the temper, even of 
the later Old Testament time, could be, 
and how far men still were from the 
spirit of Jesus.”’ 

The book cluses with an exhortation 
to remember the law of Moses and a 
declaration that before that great and 
terrible day Elijah the prophet would 
come again and turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children and the hearts 
of the children to their fathers. The R. 
V. margin suggests ‘‘with the children” 
and ‘‘with the fathers,’’ that is, all to- 
gether shall be brought to repentance. 
We sometimes become disturbed about 
the morals of the younger generation. 
If their conduct becomes alarming, it is 
generally due to some failure on the 
part of their elders. Fathers and sons— 
both need to repent, as well as the 
mothers and their daughters. 


Elijah did come as Malachi had 
prophesied (cf. Mt. 11:14; Mk. 9:11- 
13; Lk. 1:17). He came preaching re- 
pentance, and Jesus repeated his mes- 
sage (Mt. 4:17). Peter proclaimed it 
after Jesus had ascended (Acts 2:33). 
“Return unto me and [ will return unto 
you, saith Jehovah” (Mal. 3:7). Mala- 
chi’s message is valid for all times, and 
needs in every age to »%e repeated. In 
the light of this book, in the light of 
the dangers to the religious life which 
it portrays, wherein do God’s people 
need most to return unto him today? 
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BOOK NOTES 


THESE SHARED HIS’ PASSION, 
CROSS AND POWER. By Edwin Mc- 
Neill Poteat. Harper and Bros., New 
York, 505 pages. $1.95. 

The rather lengthy title of this vol- 
ume is because three books formerly 
published have been printed in this one 
yolume. The intent of the author is to 
reveal how the people around our Lord 
during his last days were wrought upon 
by the events which were leading to the 
crucifixion. Here is a mirror in which 
we see our common life in reference to 
him and what he can do for us. The 
method is off the beaten track. There 
is a skillful use of the imagination in 
making old stories live as a part of the 
supreme drama of the world. The 
ordinary reader will find a fascinating 
presentation of the old story in a smooth 
and beautiful style for the lifting up of 
the soul in the knowledge that ‘‘Christ 
Jesus makes thee whole.” 

JAMES W. JACKSON. 

Columbia, S. C. 





A SERIOUS CALL TO A DEVOUT 
AND HOLY LIFE. By William Law. 
The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
353 pp. $2.00. 

In this time when the feeble whisper 
of Christianity is smothered by the bel- 
lowing of pagan voices, this re-issue of 
A Serious Call comes as ‘‘a brook beside 
the way.” With a surgical insistence, 
Law presents as the cause for the chasm 
between man’s profession and his deeds 
an incomplete conception of devotion. 
“Devotion is a (whole) life given to 
God.” Man has no real intention of 
giving himself to God, and thus he bears 
a distorted and impotent witness to the 
power of Christ over every action and 
thought of man. This is a book, backed 
by 220 years since it was first published, 
that inspires a man to something more 
than make resolutions. 

J. WALTER DICKSON, JR. 

Knoxville, Tenn. 


SOVIET RUSSIA SINCE THE WAR. 


’ By Hewlett Johnson, Dean of Canter- 


bury. Boni & Gaer, New York, 270 
pages. $3.00. 

An overstatement is often more dan- 
gerous than an understatement, and 
far less convincing. The Dean of Can- 
terbury has pictured Russia as a nation 
which has all but achieved the ‘‘mil- 
lenium.” The people are happy, pros- 
perous, and going places. The govern- 
Ment is so benevolent that any one, or 
more, of the Soviet Republics may 
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secede at any time, taking with it the 
blessing of the party. Religion, so far 
from being hampered or controlled, is 
encouraged. The home is the founda- 
tion of all the great and good qualities 
of the Bolshevik regime. The nation 
desires no conquest, and is not even 
interested in spreading communism 
over the world. And, by implication, 
the troubles of other nations would soon 
disappear if they took Russia for an 
example and went all out on a Five Year 
Plan of their own. 


But some way what the good Dean 
has written doesn’t make sense after the 
seizure of Czechoslovakia. Nor after 
the violent speeches of the Russian 
members of the U. N. O. and the vetoes 
in the Security Council. Let us be 
friendly and fair to Russia, by all 
means. Let us continue to seek means 
of preserving and promoting peace. But, 
at the same time, let us not forget that 
Russian totalitarianism is as ruthless in 
accomplishing its purposes as was Ger- 
man Nazism. 

The Dean saw much in his travels in 
Russia that was beautiful and good. If 
he saw anything ugly and menacing, he 
forgot about it before he wrote his book. 
Maybe he is right. Maybe Russia will 
prove to be the Messianic nation. But 
all his glowing praise and fine descrip- 
tion just didn’t seem to convince this 
reviewer. 

STUART R. OGLESBY. 

Atlanta, Ga, 
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MEMORIALS 


Cc. Y¥. ROBBINS 





Whereas, our Heavenly Father in his 
infinite wisdom called away from this 
world to his eternal reward, on March 17, 
1948, our beloved friend and fellow-la- 
borer in the work of Christ’s Church, Mr. 
C. Y. Robbins, the pastor and officers of 
the Prentis Park Presbyterian Church of 
Portsmouth, Virginia, wish to record our 
affection for him and our sympathy for 
his loved ones: 

Therefore, be it Resolved: 1. That in the 
passing of Mr. Robbins our church feels 
the loss of a loyal Christian friend and 
deacon of this church. 

2. That we thank God for his life, char- 
acterized by love and loyalty to his family 
and friends, to his church, and to his God. 

3. That while we shall miss his fellow- 
ship, and cherish his memory; we sub- 
mit to the will of God and continues in 
the work in which he was so interested. 

4. That we extend to his family and 
other relatives our heartfelt sympathy, 
and pray that God will comfort and sus- 
tain them. 

5. That a copy of these resolutions be 
spread on the minutes of the Session and 
the Board of Deacons, a copy sent to his 
family, and a copy printed in the local 
papers and church pzpers. 

Respectfully submitted, The Session and 
the Board of Deacons of Prentis Park 
Presbyterian Church, by J. Clyde Mohler, 
Moderator; Wm, C. Fripp, Clerk of the 
Session; L. M. Harrell, Chr. of Board of 
Deacons. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Greatest Questions of the Bible and 
of Life. Clarence E. Macartney. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury. $2.00. 

Reflections of the Spirit. Winnifred 
Wygal. Woman’s Press. $2.00. 

The American Churches. William War- 
ren Sweet. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.50. 

The Church and the Gospel and War. 
Edited by Rufus M. Jones. Harpers, $2.00. 

Revision or New ‘Translation? Oswald T. 
Allis. Presbyterian and Reformed Pub- 
lishing Co. $2.00. 

The Case of the Nazarene Reopened. Hy- 


man E. Gilden. Exposition Press. $5.00. 
The Challenge of Industrial Relations, 


Sumner H. Slichter. Cornell University 
Press. $2.50. 

The Abuse of Learning. Frederic Lilge. 
The Macmillan Company. $2.75. 

Handel’s Messiah. Robert Manson 
Myers. The Macmillan Company. $5.00. 

Naw Su. Harry I. Marshall. Falmouth 
Publishing House. $2.75. 


Main Issues Confronting Christendom. 
Harold A. Bosley. Harpers. $2.50. 

The Protestant Church and the Negro. 
A Pattern of Segregation. Frank Loes- 
cher. Association Press. $3.00 
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BOOKS 





RELIGIOUS BOOKS purchased for cash. 
We pay transportation cost. Send list 
today or write for purchase particulars. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich- 
igan. 
WANTED: 150 copies of the Life and 
Service Hymnal in usable condition. 
Write or call West End Church, Hope- 
well, Va. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


BOOK STORE 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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2183 Years Of Christian Education 


“Exclude religion from education and you have no foundation on which to build moral 
character,’ said Charles W. Eliot, former president of Harvard University. 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States established and continues 
to support four Theological Seminaries, 15 Colleges, two Training Schools and 
five Junior Colleges. All these institutions sincerely seek to provide: 


A spiritual environment. 

Trained, capable and consecrated,teachers. 

Meanin¢gful attention to satisfying and enduring life values. 
Educational and vocational guidance based on the revealed will of God. 
Preparation for life and for service. 


They look to the parents, the home and the home-church for encourage- 
ment and help. . 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 
Founded Years of Service 
1812 Union, Richmond, Va..... wae 
1828 Columbia, Decatur, Ga.......... L urea 120 
1853 Louisville, Louisville, Ky ; ; 95 
1902 Austin, Austin, Texas............ noe 46 


COLLEGES 
1776 Hampden-Sydney, Hampden-Sydney, Va... 
1819 Centre, Danville, Ky... 
1837. Davidson, Davidson, N.C. 
1848 Southwestern, Memphis, Tenn................ 
eR SN so a wide din woe Hk Ew OER Naame OES 
1851 Westminster, Fulton, Mo.. 
1857 Queens, Charlotte, N.C 
1867 King, Bristol, Tenn 
1872 Arkansas, Batesville, Ark See zie 
De SONI, Mom, By Goins. dic crest ncaewiccsscceecess 
1894 Belhaven, Jackson, Miss...... 
1896 Flora Macdonald, Red Springs, 
1903 Davis and Elkins, Elkins, W. Va 
1842 Mary Baldwin, Staunton, Va........ 
1889 Agnes Scott, Decatur, Ga........ 


TRAINING SCHOOLS 
1876 Stillman Institute, Tuscaloosa, Ala.............. 
1914 Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va 
1856 

1857. ‘Peace, Raleigh, N. C 

1883 Scott-Lees, Jackson, Ky 

1900 lLees-McRae, Banner Elk, N. C 

1923 Schreiner, Kerrville, Texas 

1929 


‘‘Nine-tenths of the calamities which have befallen the human race /Irad no other origin 
than the union of high intelligence with low desires,’ said the historian Macauley. 


Our Institutions of Higher Education represent the hopes, prayers and 
self-denying efforts of our fathers to unite learning and religion. We will 
not, by our indifference, allow their vision and faith and plans to be unful- 
filled. Nor will we be disloyal to Him whose we are and whom we serve by 
overlooking the mission of the Church which we profess to love. 


We will stand by these institutions with prayers and gifts and students. 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., Secretary Wm. H. HOPPER, Treasurer 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 





